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Lake. The Buddha used this incident, as he used certain
other events, to teach the superiority of high spiritual
attainments over the possession of great magical powers.
Near the "Raising-the girdle Tope", the pilgrim proceeds, was
a well from which water had been drawn for the use of the
Buddha. Close to it was an Asoka tope containing a relic of
the Buddha, and there were in the vicinity, at places where he
took exercise and preached, memorial topes at which there were
miraculous manifestations with divine music and fragrance. At a
short distance behind the Jetavana monastery was the place at
which certain non-Buddhist Brahmacharins slew a harlot in order
to bring reproach on the Buddha. These men, as Yuan-chuang's
story goes, hired this harlot to attend the Buddha's discourses
and thus become known to all. Then they secretly killed her
and buried her body in the Park. Having done this they pro-
ceeded to appeal to the king for redress, and he ordered investi-
gation to be made. When the body was discovered at the mo-
nastery the heretics exclaimed that the great Sramana Gautama,
who was always talking of morality and gentleness, after having
had illicit intercourse with the woman had murdered her to
prevent her from talking. But thereupon the devas in the air
cried out that this was a slander of the heretics.

IVhsien and other authorities give the name of the un-
fortunate harlot of this story as Sundari. This, it will be
remembered, was the name of the fair charmer who once
led astray a wise and holy ascetic. The word means
beautiful ivoman, and it is rendered in some Chinese trans-
lations by Hao-sliou or "Good-Head".1 The woman of
our story is also called Sundaranandi,2 which is the name
of a nun in the primitive Buddhist church. She is re-
presented as the disciple (and apparently, the mistress) of
one of the old non-Buddhist teachers of Kosala (or of
another district). Seeing these teachers distressed at the
growing preeminence of Gautama Buddha, she suggested
to them the expedient here described for ruining Gautama
and restoring her master and the other teachers to their
former position of influence. But some authorities like
Yuan-chuang and Fa-hsien represent the harlot as having

i Fo-shuo-yi-tsu-ching, ch. 1 (No. 674).
* P'u-sa-ch'u-t'ai-ching, ch. 7 (No. 433).